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OCTOBER 2015 NEWSLETTER
UPCOMING
EVENTS

A Letter From Our Presidents
Standing at the dedication ceremony for
Town Hall brought back memories ...

Autumn
Luncheon

Wednesday
October 7th
11:30 am - 2:00 pm

first, watching the scene in Stepford Wives
being filmed, where there was a speech in
front of Town Hall and it was all decorated
with flag banners everywhere ...

Woodway Country
Club
read more ...

and second, seeing so many people of all
ages at the dedication, gathered to
celebrate this huge undertaking and
watching our town come together to do
this amazing restoration ...

Meadow
Walk

How proud we should be to know that our
organization had the foresight to contribute
to this project back in 1945 when the Town
Hall plantings only cost $250! Because of
our mission and our fundraising efforts, we
have been able to make a significant
contribution to our town. We look forward
to finishing the Town Hall project. We are
fortunate to have Keith Simpson as a
member and as our expert on the Town Hall
project.

November
Meeting &
Program

Our Triangle Volunteers are an unsung
group that works at keeping New Canaan
beautiful, as is our Traveling Trowels.
Both groups worked in the heat, planting
and weeding this summer! We are very
proud of them. Hanging Baskets and
Planters were challenged in the 3 week
drought of August, but the town stepped up
the watering.

Thursday
October 8th
meet at Waveny
Parking Lot
(opposite main gate)
at 10:00 am
read more ...

Wednesday
November 4th
9:30 am - 11:30 am
NCNC
Maureen Laning:
Innovative Floral
Designer and NYBG
Instructor

November
Board Meeting
Wednesday
November 18th
9:30 am
Waveny House

Flower
Arranging 101

Programs has worked very hard to bring
world class speakers and topics to us. How
lucky we are to escape to gardens of distant
shores or to inspired flower arranging on a
Wednesday morning! Newsletter and
Website are modernizing us with new
avenues of publicity and social media.
Remember to "LIKE" us on Facebook.
If you want to know what's going on in
town, you can sign up for daily
NewCanaanite.com emails. Michael Dinan,
the editor of the website is a supporter of
NCBL and much of what our league does is
published in his online publication.

Workshop
Monday
November 9th
10:00 am - noon
Waveny House
read more ...

Holiday
Greens
Workshop
Thursday
December 3rd
8:30 am - noon
NCNC

As the nights cool and leaves change, we
will be planting the mums from Lobsterfest
in triangles around town. Thanks to all who
bought and or sold Lobsterfest tickets for
our benefit, and to Betsy Bilus for
handling the mum centerpieces for us.
Celebrate all things autumn by taking a
walk at Lee Garden, or at any park in
town!
See you at our Autumn Luncheon where
we look forward to Larry Weaner's talk, a
yummy lunch to meet and greet friends,
and a special Meadow Walk the next day.

Faith and Sara

Town Hall planters at new entrance.

Deadline for RSVP:

October 1st @ 5pm

October 7th at 11:30 am
Woodway Country Club
Featured Guest Speaker: Larry Weaner

$36 per person
Please indicate your choice of chicken or fish.
RSVP to Gloria by 5:00 pm on October 1st
Send check to:
Gloria Simon 143 Butler Lane
New Canaan, CT 06840
email: thesimons143@sbcglobal.net

Special Event for NCBL Members:
Field Trip to the
Duncan Property Meadow
on Thursday, October 8th .
Tina and Woodson Duncan have graciously consented to invite
NCBL members to tour their Wilton property featuring mature
meadow landscape design by Larry Weaner.
Gather at Waveny parking lot (across from mansion front
gate) promptly at 10:00 am for carpooling. We will arrive at
the meadow at approximately 10:30 am. If you plan to go,
please advise Carol Seldin: cwseldin@optonline.net or call
966-6963.
	
  

What a wonderful way to see a meadow designed by our
Fall Luncheon Speaker, Larry Weaner.

Want to read a great article about our luncheon
speaker, Larry Weaner?
Mr. Weaner was featured in the December 2014 issue of
Landscape Architecture Magazine. This generous
publication frequently gives digital issues like this one for
free. Find out more about this publication HERE.
Download the Larry Weaner article HERE.

Waveny Flower Arranging
Volunteers Needed!
We will be arranging the dining hall centerpieces at Waveny
Care Center in October. Volunteers are still needed. This will
be your last chance to create centerpieces for Waveny Care
until our next volunteer month in June! Volunteer with a friend!
You can read the Waveny Flower Arranging Guidelines here.
To volunteer in October, please contact Bianca at:
bianca.romano@gmail.com
October 5: volunteers needed
October 12: volunteers needed
October 19: Faith Kerchoff
October 26: volunteers needed
Bianca is still looking for ideas and volunteers for the Autumn
Luncheon. If you are interested let Bianca know.

A recent Waveny Care Center arrangement by Judy Gilroy.

FLOWER

ARRANGING 101

Monday November 9th
Waveny House 10:00 am - noon

Join our talented NCBL
members Susan Bergen and
Shirley Stancik to learn
fundamental techniques and
create beautiful arrangements
for home, Waveny Care Center,
or friends.
Bring a small bunch of flowers
that you would like to work with
and clippers. Containers will be provided.
Please register by October 26th.
Space is limited to 20 people.
RSVP to Shirley Stancik
sjsjds@optonline.net or 203-966-5377

MEMBERSHIP
A warm welcome is extended to our newest member:
Deb Hecht.
The new directory is at the printer and we should have
them available at the luncheon. Don't go home without
your copy!

If you know of anyone interested in joining NCBL, please
share this newsletter with them. They can download a
membership form from our website or click HERE to
download a form.
Becky Barlow, Valerie Monaghan, and Susan Smith

Hanging Baskets and Planters
Big Plans for Next Year!
Next year we will be adding our hanging baskets to the sixteen
newly erected lampposts on Locust Street between Main and
Cherry Streets (new Post Office location) and the five new
lampposts in Morse Court!
You can read about the plan for new lampposts on
NewCanaanite.com HERE.

Goldenberry Giving 10% to NCBL
on Special Night
To commemorate their 25 years in business, Goldenberry is
holding a celebratory evening at their Cherry Street store on
Thursday, November 5th from 5:30 - 8:00 pm. Deb
Hecht, owner of Goldenberry and NCBL member, has offered to
donate 10% of the evening's proceeds from purchases to the
NCBL. Goldenberry will be serving savory and sweet nibbles
and drinks while you shop.

Lee Garden in Autumn

Just because it's fall it doesn't mean the Lee Memorial Garden
isn't worth a visit. Cooler temperatures mean fewer insects.
The dropping sun creates lovely dappled light in the woods.
Here are just a few things you will notice in the garden this
month:
Maidenhair fern tucked between the rocks:

Little bursts of purple cyclamen:

many species of Aster, this one a lovely lilac color:

a myriad of ground cover:

and secret places where chipmunks dine:

If you'd like to help out in this peaceful garden, contact one of
the Lee Garden chairs:
Yvonne Hunkeler
Faith Kerchoff

Kathy Lapolla

A Walk through Watson-Symington Woodlands
On September 19th, NCBL members met with other town
residents and New Canaan Land Trust members to take a
guided hike through the Watson-Symington Woodlands.

The New Canaan Land Trust sponsored this event which was led
by Milian Bull from the CT Audubon Society and his field
spaniel, Edge. It was an informative and entertaining hike and
lessons on dog handling in off-leash areas such as this one were
taught.

NCBL and
NCHS SLOBs Joined
Forces
Also on September 19th, the
NCBL joined about 50
members of the New Canaan
High School Service League of
Boys to clean up and plant
mums in the Memorial Garden
at the high school entrance.
This garden was planted by
the NCBL in 2002.

(a new monthly NCBL newsletter column)

Military Mission: Milkweed
Did you know that milkweed played a vital role during World
War II ? Late in the war, the United States could no longer get
its supply of kapok from the Japanese occupied island of Java.
Kapok was the natural fiber used to fill and insulate life jackets
and flight suits. An alternative fiber was needed!
Enter milkweed. The silky white hairs of milkweed pods are

hollow and coated with wax, giving them natural buoyancy and
lightness, properties very similar to kapok. It takes 1-3/4
pounds of milkweed floss to keep a man afloat for hours. In
order to satisfy the needs of the American Armed Forces,
schoolchildren were enlisted to gather the pods.

A national campaign to collect milkweed pods was started in the
fall of 1944 before the pods would split open and disseminate
their seeds. The government provided open mesh onion bags
into which children gathered the pods. It is estimated that 11
million pounds of milkweed floss were gathered during the war.
To read more about Milkweed's role in World War II see these
online sources:
a memoir from one town in Massachusetts:
http://nemasket.blogspot.com/2011/08/milkweed-pods-for-war-1944.html

memoirs and a collection of photos from Michigan:
http://charlevoixemmethistory.weebly.com/wwii-milkweeds.html

Did you know this?
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